
78 U.S. Energy Information Administration / Monthly Energy Review March 2011

Table 5.2   Crude Oil and Natural Gas Exploratory and Development Wells

Wells Drilled

Total
Footage
Drilled

Exploratory Development Total

Crude
Oil

Natural
Gas Dry Total

Crude
Oil

Natural
Gas Dry Total

Crude
Oil

Natural
Gas Dry Total

Number
Thousand

Feet

1973 Total .................... 642 1,067 5,952 7,661 9,525 5,866 4,368 19,759 10,167 6,933 10,320 27,420 138,223
1975 Total .................... 982 1,248 7,129 9,359 15,966 6,879 6,517 29,362 16,948 8,127 13,646 38,721 180,494
1980 Total .................... 1,777 2,099 9,081 12,957 31,182 15,362 11,704 58,248 32,959 17,461 20,785 71,205 316,943
1985 Total .................... 1,680 1,200 8,954 11,834 33,581 13,124 12,257 58,962 35,261 14,324 21,211 70,796 314,409
1990 Total .................... 778 812 3,652 5,242 12,060 10,431 4,591 27,082 12,838 11,243 8,243 32,324 156,187
1995 Total .................... 570 558 2,023 3,151 7,679 7,524 2,790 17,993 8,249 8,082 4,813 21,144 R 117,372
1996 Total .................... 489 576 1,956 3,021 8,347 8,445 2,934 19,726 8,836 9,021 4,890 22,747 R 126,599
1997 Total .................... 491 562 2,113 3,166 10,715 10,935 3,761 25,411 11,206 11,497 5,874 28,577 R 161,723
1998 Total .................... 327 566 1,590 2,483 7,354 11,069 3,170 21,593 7,681 11,635 4,760 24,076 R 137,597
1999 Total .................... 197 570 1,157 1,924 4,608 11,454 2,392 18,454 4,805 12,024 3,549 20,378 R 103,029
2000 Total .................... 287 657 1,340 2,284 7,804 16,383 2,800 26,987 8,091 17,040 4,140 29,271 R 144,496
2001 Total .................... 357 1,052 1,729 3,138 8,530 21,011 2,842 32,383 8,887 22,063 4,571 35,521 R 180,077
2002 Total .................... 258 845 1,281 2,384 6,514 16,487 2,456 25,457 6,772 17,332 3,737 27,841 R 145,210
2003 Total .................... 350 996 1,298 2,644 7,780 19,705 2,679 30,164 8,130 20,701 3,977 32,808 R 177,441
2004 Total .................... 383 1,671 1,347 3,401 8,405 22,486 2,731 33,622 8,788 24,157 4,078 37,023 R 204,608
2005 Total .................... 540 2,134 1,467 4,141 10,229 26,482 3,190 39,901 10,769 28,616 4,657 44,042 R 241,062
2006 Total .................... 648 2,447 1,525 4,620 R 12,604 30,388 3,612 R 46,604 R 13,252 32,835 5,137 R 51,224 R 282,899
2007 Total .................... 822 2,777 1,585 5,184 R 12,528 30,108 3,344 R 45,980 R 13,350 32,885 4,929 R 51,164 R 303,434
2008 Total .................... 921 2,467 R 1,609 R 4,997 R 15,884 R 30,912 3,680 R 50,476 R 16,805 R 33,379 R 5,289 R 55,473 R 346,550

2009 January ................ 86 187 111 384 1,196 2,340 255 3,791 1,282 2,527 366 4,175 R 27,660
         February .............. 63 146 98 307 1,021 2,030 R 207 R 3,258 1,084 2,176 R 305 R 3,565 R 23,804
         March ................... 59 167 94 320 904 1,851 R 208 R 2,963 963 2,018 R 302 R 3,283 R 23,209
         April ..................... 38 72 102 212 768 R 1,481 223 R 2,472 806 R 1,553 325 R 2,684 R 18,839
         May ...................... R 50 101 88 R 239 R 601 1,206 R 170 R 1,977 R 651 1,307 R 258 R 2,216 R 15,711
         June ..................... 46 95 83 224 804 1,361 R 168 R 2,333 850 1,456 R 251 R 2,557 R 17,220
         July ...................... 44 94 114 252 779 1,275 237 2,291 823 1,369 351 2,543 R 16,480
         August ................. 49 89 99 237 924 1,441 R 180 R 2,545 973 1,530 R 279 R 2,782 R 17,759
         September ........... 58 77 105 240 990 1,238 R 185 R 2,413 1,048 1,315 R 290 R 2,653 R 16,776
         October ................ 55 82 84 221 1,023 1,219 R 236 R 2,478 1,078 1,301 R 320 R 2,699 R 17,513
         November ............ 40 88 87 215 1,040 1,178 198 2,416 1,080 1,266 285 2,631 R 17,242
         December ............ 33 92 94 219 987 1,144 217 2,348 1,020 1,236 311 2,567 R 16,490
         Total .................... R 621 1,290 1,159 R 3,070 R 11,037 R 17,764 R 2,484 R 31,285 R 11,658 R 19,054 R 3,643 R 34,355 R 228,703

2010 January ................ 59 90 103 252 963 1,328 R 184 R 2,475 1,022 1,418 R 287 R 2,727 R 16,880
         February .............. 52 69 80 201 1,003 R 1,154 168 R 2,325 1,055 R 1,223 248 R 2,526 R 15,444
         March ................... 68 88 102 258 1,109 1,426 225 2,760 1,177 1,514 327 3,018 R 18,572
         April ..................... 54 90 81 225 1,231 1,246 277 2,754 1,285 1,336 358 2,979 R 17,975
         May ...................... 61 112 97 270 1,389 1,379 245 3,013 1,450 1,491 342 3,283 R 19,854
         June ..................... 61 131 R 108 R 300 1,640 R 1,363 324 R 3,327 1,701 R 1,494 R 432 R 3,627 R 21,628
         July ...................... R 53 117 124 R 294 1,476 R 1,504 464 R 3,444 R 1,529 R 1,621 588 R 3,738 R 22,427
         August ................. R 68 110 129 R 307 R 1,619 1,749 R 342 R 3,710 R 1,687 1,859 R 471 R 4,017 R 24,356
         September ........... R 73 113 132 R 318 1,817 1,675 R 392 R 3,884 R 1,890 1,788 R 524 R 4,202 R 25,188
         October ................ R 77 118 130 R 325 1,960 1,684 R 350 R 3,994 R 2,037 1,802 R 480 R 4,319 R 25,824
         November ............ R 78 122 132 R 332 2,133 1,685 288 4,106 R 2,211 1,807 420 R 4,438 R 26,448
         December ............ R 85 109 132 R 326 2,257 1,597 289 4,143 R 2,342 1,706 421 R 4,469 R 26,444
         Total .................... R 789 1,269 R 1,350 R 3,408 R 18,597 R 17,790 R 3,548 R 39,935 R 19,386 R 19,059 R 4,898 R 43,343 R 261,040

2011 January ................ R 91 115 132 R 338 2,465 1,588 292 4,345 R 2,556 1,703 424 R 4,683 R 27,552
         February .............. 93 116 133 342 2,283 1,550 273 4,106 2,376 1,666 406 4,448 26,285
         2-Month Total ..... 184 231 265 680 4,748 3,138 565 8,451 4,932 3,369 830 9,131 53,837

2010 2-Month Total ..... 111 159 183 453 1,966 2,482 352 4,800 2,077 2,641 535 5,253 32,324
2009 2-Month Total ..... 149 333 209 691 2,217 4,370 462 7,049 2,366 4,703 671 7,740 51,464

R=Revised.  
Notes:  •  Prior to 1990, these well counts include only the original drilling of a

hole intended to discover or further develop already discovered crude oil or natural
gas resources.  Other drilling activities, such as drilling an old well deeper, drilling of
laterals from the original well, drilling of service and injection wells, and drilling for
resources other than crude oil or natural gas are excluded.  After 1990, a new well
is defined as the first hole in the ground whether it is lateral or not. Due to the
methodology used to estimate ultimate well counts from the available partially
reported data, the counts shown on this page are frequently revised.  See Note,

"Crude Oil and Natural Gas Exploratory and Development Wells," at end of section.
 •  Geographic coverage is the 50 States and the District of Columbia.

Web Page:  See http://www.eia.gov/mer/resource.html for all available data
beginning in 1973.

Sources:  •  1973-1989:  U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA)
computations based on well reports submitted to the American Petroleum Institute. 
•  1990 forward:  EIA computations based on well reports submitted to IHS, Inc.,
Denver, CO. 




